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ACT |

Scene 1

Li ghts cone up on a typical upper class English
Drawi ng Room To one side of the stage is the
narrator speaking into an old fashioned

m cr ophone.

NARRATOR
The guests at the Dunbar mansion were nervous. |t
wasn’t the fact that a savage storm had taken their
lights and they had to do with old candel abras. Nor was
it the fact that there were strange noises in the very
wal l's of the mansion. And it was not that the storm had
taken out the old bridge and downed the tel ephone |ines
| eaving themcut off fromcivilization until such tinme
as the bridge was reopened or the tel ephone lines were
repaired. No, it was the presence in the mansion of
| nspector Wallingford. For wherever he stayed there
seened to be an outbreak of that nost hi deous of soci al
m sconduct : Murder.

(t hunder)
The guests were tal ki ng anong t hensel ves that evening
when suddenly a screamwas heard fromthe library. Upon
entering the library they found the naid in a state of
shock.

| NSPECTOR
"What is it?"

NARRATOR
The inspector asked. The guests gl anced at one anot her
expectantly.

MAI D
"The. . . The . . .The..."

NARRATOR
The mai d stuttered-

| NSPECTOR
Snap out of it woman. \Wat did you see?

MAI D
There's a ...

| NSPECTOR
Go on-
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MAI D
It’s horrible. There's a - behind the sof a-

| NSPECTOR
What ? What did you see?

MAI D
There's a nouse behi nd the sof a.

NARRATOR
The guests heaved a collective sigh of relief.

MAN
A nouse? Wiere did you say it was?

MAI D
Over there-

NARRATOR
The mai d conti nued.

MAI D -
behi nd the sofa, (long pause) on the dead body.
( Thunder)

NARRATOR
A hush fell on the party guests.

| NSPECTOR
Ahhhh, yes. A corpse, of course. And the killer is
probably still in this room

MAI D
VWhose killer?

| NSPECTOR
The dead man’s killer, of course.

MAI D
But that makes no sense at all, inspector. You can’'t
kill a dead nman.

| NSPECTOR
No of course not. But he wasn’t dead when he was
kill ed.

MAI D
|f he wasn't dead when he was killed, when did he die?

| NSPECTOR
Never mnd. | will need to ask everyone in the nansion
a few questions if you don’t m nd. Everyone stay where
you are. Wien did you first see the body?
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MAI D
When | saw t he nouse, | suppose.
| NSPECTOR
Do you know his nanme?
MAI D
O course not. | never saw that nouse before in ny
life.
| NSPECTOR
| meant the dead man. M ce don’t have nanes.
MAI D
Except M cky.
| NSPECTOR
Al right, except M cky.
MAI D
And M nni e.
| NSPECTOR

| mean real mce, not cartoon nipe. Real m ce have no
nanes. Now, soneone tell ne who is this man?

YVONNE
That’ s nmy husband.
NARRATOR
A voice rang out fromthe crowd of guests.
| NSPECTOR
Who said that?
NARRATOR
| did. But don't talk to ne. I’"mthe narrator. You

can’t hear ne or see nme. Only the audi ence can.

| NSPECTOR
| wasn’t talking to you. And | certainly can see you
and hear you.

NARRATOR
No you can’t. How many fingers am| hol ding up?

| NSPECTCOR
Thr ee.

NARRATOR
Lucky guess.
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| NSPECTOR
Good, can we al ong then? You, Madam what is your
relationship to the deceased?

YVONNE
W were nmarried, once.
| NSPECTOR
No Mam |’ ve never net you before. And I’ ve never been
marri ed.
YVONNE
Not you. | was married to the dead nman.
MAI D
Ch that’s just gross.
| NSPECTOR
Madam the inportant question here is: Do you have an
alibi?
YVONNE
| must. My husband brought nme everything. Let ne | ook
in m purse.
| NSPECTOR
You can’t have an alibi in your purse.
YVONNE
| can if | want to. | carry a lot of things in ny

purse. Look, ny makeup, ny pen, tissues -

| NSPECTOR
Yes, yes, you have many things in your purse but you
can’'t have an ali bi

YVONNE
Wait. | have doggy treats, a can of hairspray, two
tickets to sonmething, a parrot,

| NSPECTOR
Madam |isten to me. An alibi is not sonmething you can
carry in your purse.

YVONNE
That’ s what they said about the parrot. Well, if I
don’t have an alibi maybe |I could use ny husbands. |’ m
sure he had one. He owned everyt hing.

| NSPECTOR
Your husband is the one person who doesn’t need an
al i bi.
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YVONNE
Oh | know. He had a lot of things he didn't need.
Horses he couldn’t ride, gold plated hats, pns -

| NSPECTOR
Ironically, although he didn't need an alibi, he has
t he best one of all.

YVONNE
O course. It was only the best for ny husband. Could
you help me put all this stuff back in ny purse?

| NSPECTOR
Now | ook, all of you. If I ask you for an alibi, it
means tell nme where you were at the tinme of the nurder.
Do you have that?

YVONNE
| think so. But you nake everything so confusing. Just
ask sinple questions with sinple words. | |iked the
guestion about the nouse’ s nane.

| NSPECTOR
| don’t want to know t he nbuse’s nane.

MAN
Then why in the world did you waste so nuch tinme asking
about it? | think it’s a red herring.

MAI D
No it's definitely a nouse. | know what a nouse | ooks
like. They' re small and grey and they wiggle their
noses like this-

| NSPECTOR
No, miss. He wasn’t referring to that. It’'s a termthat
means m sl eadi ng i nformati on- Because people used to
use red herring to throw hunting dogs off their trail
So you see, Ared herring is sonething that doesn’t

matter.
MAI D
If it doesn’t matter, why do you keep tal king about it.
MAN
Right, well, it matters to ne.
YVONNE
And why should red herring matter to you?
MAN

|’ma fishermn.
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NARRATOR
That explains the snmell. How many fingers do | have up?

MAN
One.

NARRATOR
Ha! Wong. This is a thunb. | don’t have any fingers
up. Ha, Ha. You can’t see nme. You can’'t see ne.

| NSPECTOR
What nost people fail to realize is this: You can’t
catch red herrings, because in fact, a herring is red
only after it’'s been snoked. So how can you catch then?

MAN
It’s a nystery, aint it!

| NSPECTOR
What do you nean by that?

MAN
This is a nystery, ain't it? And there’s always |ots of
red herrings in a nmystery. That’s why | cone here. Best
pl ace ta catch ’em

OLD WOVAN
Yes it’s true. | used to have red hair. Couldn't tel
now, it’s just grey.

| NSPECTOR
| wasn’t tal king about red hair. Enough of this. Let’s
get down to business. Wwo killed this man?

MAI D
Oh right. Like someone is likely to say, "Oh, since you
asked in such a forceful way- | did." Besides, if we
tell you that- well what kind of nystery would this be?

YVONNE
None at all. I’'Il tell you that. | think this inspector
shoul d stop worrying about mce and fish, and start
trying to solve this case.

OLD WOVAN
and all this talk about |ullabies. Wi cares?

| NSPECTOR
al i bi s- not |ull abyes.

CORPSE

Ohhhhhh
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YVONNE
| nspector | ook! The dead man. He's alive!

| NSPECTOR
Yes, of course he is. Look at the knife in his back.
The odd angle at which it was forced into himand the
shal | owness of the wound will tell us who the nurder

iS.
MAN
But inspector, if he’ s alive, shouldn’t we get himto a
hospi tal ?
| NSPECTOR
In time. But for now he is the only evidence we have.
Now | ets take a closer |ook at this knife.
CORPSE
Ohhhhhhhh
| NSPECTOR
It seens to be in deeper than | thought. Could | get
soneone to help ne here? Thanks. Now pull.
CORPSE
ohhhhhhhhhhh
MAN
It’s definitely stuck.
| NSPECTOR
We have to pull together. 1’1l count to three then
want you to pull. Ready one two...
CORPSE
ohhhhhhhhh
| NSPECTOR
What are you doing? | said pull after three.
MAN
| thought you neant on three, you know one, two, pull
| NSPECTOR
If I neant one, two, pull, |I would have said one, two,
pull. | said one two three pull. Now try again.
CORPSE
Ohhhhhhhhhh
OLD WOVAN
Why are they dancing? Wien are they going to sing the
[ ul | abi es?
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YVONNE
No granny. There are no |ull abies.

OLD WOVAN
There are too lullabies. Lots of lullabies, young | ady.
Thousands of them and sone of themare very pretty.
Li ke the one that goes: rock a bye baby on the tree
top, when the wi nd bl ows-

CORPSE
ohhhhh ohhhhhhhh ohhhhhhhhh ohhhhhh

OLD WOVAN
That’ s right, everyone sing al ong.

MAI D
| nspector, | think the corpse is trying to tell you
sonet hi ng.

| NSPECTOR
Yes, so he is.

CORPSE
My haaaaa. .

MAI D
What is it inspector? What is he saying?

| NSPECTOR
|’mnot sure. It sounds |ike "ny haaaaaa..."

YVONNE
My hat. He's saying nmy hat. He wants his hat.

CORPSE
yuron ny haaaaaa. .

| NSPECTOR
No | don’t think so. My haaaaa. \What are sonme haaaa
wor ds?

YVONNE
Hat is the only one I can think of.

MAI D
Habi t - ham hang- hand -half and hal f -

| NSPECTOR
Wait a m nute. Go back.

NARRATOR
The guests at the Dunbar mansi on were nervous. It
wasn’t the fact that a savage storm had taken their

( MORE)
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NARRATOR (cont’ d)
lights and they had to do with old candel abras. Nor was
it the fact -

| NSPECTOR
Not that far back. Right before half and half.

MAI D
Han?? You think he has a hanf

| NSPECTOR
No, he doesn’'t have a ham or a hat. But he does have a
hand.

YVONNE
Hand. That’s it. You' re standing on his hand.

CORPSE
yuuuh stan din on haaaaa.

| NSPECTOR
Well that’s the obvious explanation. Anyone can figure
out the obvious.

CORPSE
geee of ff ny haaaaa!!!!

| NSPECTOR
In all my days investigating these sort of things, |
think I can honestly say that | have never heard a dead
man conplain so nuch. There, |'’moff your stupid hand.
Are you happy now?

CORPSE
yuuuuuuh

| NSPECTOR
Well as long as you're so full of chit-chat this
eveni ng, suppose you tell us this: WHO IS YOUR
MURDERER?

sfx: (thunder)

MAN
Vell, there he goes again. Tryin’ to get soneone el se
to do his work. A fisherman woul dn’t get very far with
that sort of |azy attitude.

YVONNE

He's not much of an detective is he?
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MAI D
Al'l this fuss over a nouse. I'’msorry | nmentioned it.

OLD WOVAN
| was thinking about that |ullaby - Wiy would soneone
rock a baby in a tree top? You see what cones of it-
babies falling and all that.

MAN
Granny, its just a song.

OLD WOVAN
Yes it’s wong. Scares the poor children. That’s what
you shoul d be investigating, Inspector. Not wasting
your time on mce. W just need a cat.

| NSPECTOR
Wait a mnute. Where are you all going? Don't |eave. |
haven't told you who the killer is.

MAN
As if you knew.

| NSPECTOR
Time, it takes tine.

YVONNE
C non everybody lets go into the Dining hall and play
clue until the television cones back on.

NARRATOR
And so, the guests retired to the sitting room where
t hey played clue until the television canme back on. And
no one could hear me, or see ne, and they certainly
didn’t know how many fingers | have up.

| NSPECTOR
Four, and a thunb. You're not invisible.

NARRATOR
And you’'re not too good at solving nysteries.

CORPSE .
Caaaaa sonewhaaaa cahhl Il ni ne wunnnnnn wunnnnnnn
fuhhhh nmeee pl eeeeeeese?

NARRATOR & | NSPECTOR
Ch Shut  up!

sfx (thunder)



